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A GOOD DEED REAPS ANOTHER 
HFD EMS PATIENT REUNION 

 
Today, Thursday, February 24, 2005, @ 11:30 a.m., George R. Brown Convention Center  
 
 
WHAT: HFD EMS will hold a reunion with cardiac arrest survivor Don Bracht, bystanders, 
firefighters and paramedics. Fire Chief Phil Boriskie and EMS Physician Director Dr. David E. 
Persse will give brief remarks.  
 
WHEN : 11:30 a.m., Thursday, February 24, 2005  
 
WHERE: George R. Brown Convention Center (Parking will be validated. See directions below.)  
 
DETAILS: Feeling less than festive December 24, 2004, Don Bracht, 58, single, rose around 4:00 
a.m. and drove to the George R. Brown Convention Center (GRB) to serve Christmas lunch and 
dinner to Houston's homeless. Bracht, a Spring Branch resident and an accountant for a towing 
company, was recalling another less than festive Christmas Eve. Bracht's only son, Donny Bracht 
Jr., was killed in a car accident September 2002 in Dallas, Texas.  
 
Bracht said setting aside his feelings of loss and deciding to help others may have saved his life. 
Had he chosen to stay home Christmas Eve morning, he would have been alone in his Spring 
Branch apartment.  
 
When Bracht arrived at the GRB enough volunteers were assigned to food preparation, so he 
started sorting donated shoes.  
 
Fortunately for Bracht, two other individuals chose to leave the comforts of home on that cold 
sleety December 24, 2004 morning. American Red Cross first-aid trainer and Spring ISD fitness 
coach Dwight Adsit and Spring Volunteer Fire Department member Brian Powers were working in 
the food area.  
 
Around 8:30 a.m., Adsit and Powers responded to a call over the facility's public announcement 
system asking for medical help. Adsit and Powers found Bracht collapsed on the floor, face down 
and pulseless. Someone had already called 9-1-1. Adsit and Powers began CPR (Cardio-
Pulmonary-Resuscitation).  
 
GRB security guard Captain Walter Moffett retrieved an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) 
from a nearby wall in the GRB. Adsit, Moffett, and Powers applied the AED to Bracht. Within 
minutes Bracht regained a pulse.  



 
HFD firefighters, paramedics, and emergency medical technicians arrived and applied advanced 
life-support techniques, including the use of a monitor defibrillator. They transported Bracht to an 
area hospital.  
 
Bracht said, "I know who my guardian angel was that day. It was my son looking out for me 
urging all those people to help me. Words cannot really express my admiration for your 
dedication, and my hat is off to the bravery of all of you who risk your lives every day for the 
benefit of the citizens of the City of Houston, most especially the day after you have said goodbye 
to one of your own, Capt. Grady Burke."  
 
Houston's Public Access Defibrillation (PAD) Program  
 
Dr. Persse initiated, implemented, and manages Houston's Public Access Defibrillation Program 
that resulted in City of Houston purchase of 374 Automatic External Defibrillators (AED) that are 
utilized on all HFD first-responder apparatus and by COH employees in public facilities such as 
the GRB that house large numbers of COH employees or have a high volume of visitors. The 
COH has more than 1,700 employees and more than 2,500 HFD personnel certified in CPR and 
the use of AEDs.  
 
DIRECTIONS TO THE REUNION: Enter the GRB Garage from Polk Street. Park on the 3 rd 
level. Walk across the crosswalk to the GRB. You will be on the 2 nd floor of the GRB. The 
reunion will be held on the second floor by the AED in Lobby D directly across from the 
escalators. Parking will be validated.  
 

http://www.houstonconventionctr.com/directions/streetmap.htm 
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